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Japan’s pre-war philosophy of “Kyoto School” led by Nishida Kitaro had its basis in Western

Philosophy and 13" century Zen Buddhism. Contemporary Kyoto School scholars are finding their
way in Martin Heidegger’s study backed up by Zen meditation. The book tries to bridge them with
contemporary experts on public policy and foreign policy. It has gathered 20 scholars of diverse
nationality from the three disciplines of philosophy, public policy and foreign policy to seek a place
of “Thinking emanating from Japan” in resolving new issues which divide the world today, as
follows:

Contemporary world is heading to a Realist world where power counts, but where each side
amplifies and justifies its power by its legitimacy and justice, often backed up by nationalism and
populism. The book proposes to give philosophical thought to the “place” where power and justice
collide. The book recommends accepting that “place” in its entirety, and detecting a fine breezing
space there so as not to be suffocated by an exclusive power and justice. Japan’s historical
experience of once accepting different civilization and yet at some point switching it to something of

its own and universal may give a hint to detecting this breezing space.



