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Our detailed understanding of the working engine of active galactic nuclei (AGN) is
still incomplete. Several basic questions remain such as: How is the supermassive
black hole in the center of quasars fed ? What is the geometry and kinematics of the
gas flow near the black hole ? The answer to these questions is still elusive, mainly
because the inner regions of the quasars remain unresolved with existing telescopes.
A natural telescope however exists, gravitational lensing produced by galaxies located
on the line of sight towards distant AGN. Those telescopes provide us with a
magnified view of AGN on scales of micro-arcseconds, turning the stars in a lensing
galaxy into a powerful machine to achieve a one dimensional tomography of the heart
of AGN. I will explain how the analysis of the chromatic variations of the microlensing
signal allows us to measure the temperature profile of the disc of AGN, but also to
estimate the size and constrain the geometry of the region emitting the quasar broad

emission lines.
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