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*LLM: A large language model (LLM) is a language model trained with self-supervised machine learning.
(“Chat Like a Bot”, in Newsweek, 19 September 2025, & Y BIfH. —#f&k)
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Soaring global demand for all things matcha has pushed up the price of green tea leaves
to arecord level.

At the year’s first auction held May 9 at the Uji tea distribution center of JA Zen-Noh
Kyoto in Joyo, the average price per kilogram was 8,235 yen ($56.80), up 1.7-fold from
the previous year and well above the record of 4,862 yen set in 2016.

Strong demand from overseas and fewer entries due to the slow growth of tea leaves were
cited as the factors behind the high price.

Tea farmers in Kyoto Prefecture offered 22 items weighing 1,678 kilograms, and more
than 40 tea wholesalers bid on them after inspecting the aroma and taste.

In recent years, matcha has been widely used in lattes and confections, which are very
popular among not only domestic consumers but also foreign visitors to Japan. Demand
has also surged in overseas markets.

A tea wholesaler said the demand for matcha had expanded as sharply as in 1996 when
Haagen-Dazs released its green tea flavored ice cream.

“In Uji district, we have empty stocks of matcha and customers are waiting for the arrival
of a new shipment,” he said.

Hi 8 ¢ Ryuichiro Fukuoka (2025) “Global Boom for Matcha Drives up Ptice of Coveted Tea

Leaves,” Asahi Shinbun/ Asia & Japan Watch, May 10, 2025. (—H&E#E - %E)
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From small businesses to large corporations, a new survey shows Japanese companies are
choosing to overwhelmingly rely on retaining their employees who are middle-aged or
older rather than encouraging them to retire.

According to a survey conducted by Tokyo Shoko Research Ltd. involving about 5,000
companies, 64 percent reported that employees 45 and older comprise more than half of
their workforce. In terms of industry, transportation has the highest concentration of
companies with an older workforce at 82 percent. This was followed by the finance and
insurance sector at 75 percent.

Despite this demographic shift, 99 percent of responding companies said that they have
neither implemented voluntary or early retirement programs, nor are they considering
them. This suggests businesses are shifting focus toward utilizing and retaining their
middle-aged and older workers amid ongoing cross-industry labor shortages.

Workers of Japan's "bubble-era hiring generation," meaning those who graduated and
joined companies between 1987 and 1992, are turning between 56 and 61 this year. This
is concurrent with the issue of leveraging middle-aged and older employees evolving into
a pressing concern for many businesses, with the revised Stabilization of Employment of
Elderly Persons Law urging companies to ensure employment until age 70.

Hi# : Kae Morishita (2025) “Survey: Most Companies Want Older Employees to Keep Working,”

Asahi Shinbun/ Asia & Japan Watch, July 9, 2025. (—HEHK « &E)
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8t : The Economist, the July 12th 2025 edition.
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Population ageing is becoming a global issue. The proportion of older persons is increasing
worldwide. Especially in emerging economies, the pace of ageing is rapid. Also, the number
of older persons will increase significantly. (DPopulation ageing countermeasures have to
be devised in a multidisciplinary manner, including social participation, employment,
Lifelong education, income security, health promotion, and environmental improvement. Laws
and national plans for older persons are being formulated in many countries.

With increased life expectancy, the number of people with chronic diseases and disabilities
will also increase, necessitating a robust framework for long-term care. A few countries
have already established public long-term care systems. However, most of the emerging
ageing countries in Asia continue to struggle to develop @such systems. Improving the
functions of families is one option to respond to increasing long-term care needs.
Nevertheless, the effectiveness and sustainability of such options remain uncertain. @
Countries such as Japan are shifting the caregiver’s role from family to social service.
However, the lack of long-term care professionals is a significant challenge. Traditionally,
elderly parents are looked after by family members at home. There is a cultural aversion
to placing them in institutions. However, the proportion of older persons living in long-
term care facilities in Hong Kong, Japan, and South Korea is already high by global
standards. Securing a place of living for older persons and maintaining the quality of
care is, therefore, a pressing need.

Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, mortality in Asia initially decreased for the first year
in 2020 but after that, especially since 2022, the mortality remained high. In addition
to the direct impact of the pandemic, many issues have to be considered. These include
changes in medical and long-term care practices because of infection control and the
effects of activity restrictions. ‘

In addition to ageing, low fertility is another serious issue emerging in Asia. @Just as
Japan, South Korea and China have become societies with declining populations, and it is
estimated that the population of Asia as a whole will begin to decline by 2055. Active,
healthy, and longer lives contribute to mitigating population decline. Therefore, a quality
long-term care system is indispensable

T HESTF. PUTOANOBEREENEHEERICHIT25E, REERRE, 1303), 174-184, 2024,
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Former trainee in Japan among 39 victims found in British truck

A young Vietnamese woman who once worked in Japan as a foreign technical trainee was one
of the 39 people who suffocated to death in the back of a truck while trying to be
smuggled into Britain.

British police identified the victim as 26-year-old Pham Thi Tra My. The other victims,
male and female aged 15 to 44, were discovered in the freight container of a tractor-
trailer truck parked near a harbor in Purfleet outside London on Oct. 23.

Tra My’s family last heard from her on Oct. 21, when she sent a message to her mother
using a communications app saying, “I can’t breathe and feel sorry for my father and
mother.”

(Dshe spent three vears in Japan as a trainee at a plant making ready-made foods,
according to her parents, and only returned to Vietnam in June. Her Facebook account
includes photos of Mount Fuji, cherry blossoms and kimono.

Tra My went to Britain to find work as a nail technician to cover a sibling’ s car loan
and other living costs chalked up by relatives, family members said.

Police said the vehicle used in the smuggling operation left from the port of Bruges in
Belgium for eastern England. The truck was found abandoned in the county of Essex.
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British media noted that the sealed container was refrigerated and its temperature could
drop to minus 25 degrees.

PAYING OFF DEBTS

Britain is a notoriously difficult destination for foreign nationals seeking to work
legally.

Many Vietnamese, as well as other nationalities, are often led on by brokers who promise
to find high-paying positions in return for large sums of cash

The initial plan was for the Vietnamese to transit in China and then go to France. The
supposed price for this was 2.39 million yen ($22,000), although British media said the
family paid 4.2 million yen, which apparently included getting Tra My to Britain.

At her family home in Can Loc, Ha Tinh Province, 330 kilometers south of Hanoi, a
memorial picture of Tra My is proudly displayed in a small altar.

Family members told The Asahi Shimbun they took out a bank loan to cover the cost of Tra
My’s trip to Britain, using a relative’s property as collateral.

Tra My’ s father said details of how his daughter would get to her destination were never
made clear to him.

@ “I would not have allowed Tra My to leave if I had known she would be going in a
shipping container,” her father said.

Traveling overseas in the hope of finding high-paying jobs is widespread in certain
regions of Vietnam.

Do Thanh in Nghe An Province, known as the “billionaire village,” is Llined with
impressive residences built based on money earned in South Korea, Japan and Europe.

Many of the victims found in the truck in Britain were reportedly from the village
One of them was @Nguyen Dinh Tu, who was 26 and married with two children. He

commissioned a new home in 2018. Because he had to borrow 5 million yen to fund the
construction, he opted to go abroad for better employment to pay off his debt.

3/4

His 70-year-old father, Sat, said a neighbor who slipped into Britain in a container
told him “cellphones, money and IDs were taken away when passengers climbed into the
container of a tractor-trailer truck, though they were returned after arriving at our
destination.” The method is apparently commonly used.
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1. This pen to me by my grandfather when I graduated high school.
a) gave b) gives ¢) has given d) was given

2. i of the students in this class are planning to study abroad next year.
a) Almost b) Most c) Mostly d) The most

3. That store is always too crowded, so I’m not going to shop there

a) already b) anymore c) still d) yet

4. We enjoyed our trip to London the cold and rainy weather.
a) although b) despite c)h d) regardl

5. ’m interested in Italy, but I've been to Europe.

a) always b) ever d) hardly d) never

6. John hurt playing soccer last weekend.

a) he b) he’s ¢) himself d) his
7.1don’tknow __________ to open this file on my computer.

a) how b) what c) whether d) which

8. She’s so that you can’t come to the party.

a) disappoint b) disappointed ¢ disappointing  d) disappoints

9.1 when my mother called last night and didn’t hear the phone ring.
a) have slept b) sleep c) slept d) was sleeping

10. her sister, she also studied abroad during university.

a) Alike b) Like c) Same d) Similarly

I ROXERFHA, BRECEZ LRI,
Overtourism continues to pose a significant challenge in tourist destinations worldwide,

and Japan is no exception. While various measures have been implemented nationwide,

addressing the root causes of overtourism requires innovative and sustainable solutions.

1/5

As international tourism to Japan grows, approximately 73% of overnight stays are
concentrated in just five prefectures: Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, Hokkaido, and Fukuoka,
highlighting a significant geographic imbalance.

According to a survey examining congestion in residential and workplace areas, 59.7% of
respondents reported that their residential areas were “crowded” or “somewhat
crowded.” Meanwhile, 63.4% said the same about areas near their work. Around 60%
indicated that such congestion negatively impacted their daily lives in both places.

The overconcentration of tourists in popular destinations has adversely affected
surrounding communities. In Kyoto, a historic city with strong tourism appeal, public
transportation has become overcrowded, making it difficult for residents to commute.

Increased accommodation within urban areas has also led to challenges, including noise
pollution and waste management. Similar issues associated with overtourism have been
reported in Hokkaido and Tokyo.

Overtourism not only undermines the quality of life for residents but alsc; diminishes
the overall satisfaction of tourists. To fully leverage the benefits of the increase in
visitors, it is essential to promote tourism’s geographical dispersion and maintain high

service standards.

New approaches are gaining traction in pursuit of these goals, including public-private
initiatives for attracting tourists to less congested areas and systems that visualize

crowd levels in real time.

In October 2024, Japan Airlines and Hoshino Resorts collaborated to promote lesser-
known regions to inbound tourists. The initiative includes promoting relatively
underrecognized “hidden gems” on their websites, Instagram campaigns and package
deals that combine Japan Airlines flights with accommodation at Hoshino Resorts’
facilities.

Japan Airlines introduced a campaign in September 2024 to further strengthen regional

tourism, offering free domestic flights to international travellers arriving on overseas

2/5
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flights. This initiative is designed to facilitate the exploration of regions tourists may
not have considered otherwise, and mitigate overtourism while contributing to regional

revitalization.

Efforts are underway to visualize the congestion levels at popular facilities and regions,

enabling travellers to avoid crowded areas and make informed decisions.

In Okinawa, the “Okimeguri” tourism optimization smartphone app leverages artificial
intelligence to predict congestion at tourist spots using crowd data and weather
information from previous years. Travellers can select the date, time, expected weather

and location to view estimated congestion levels and event information.

In Hokkaido, Mount Hakodate, known for its panoramic views, has faced challenges
with overcrowding at its summit observation deck. In January 2025, Hakodate City -
implemented a system to visualize congestion to address the issue. Digital signage is
installed at Hakodate Station, allowing real-time tracking of congestion levels at eight
locations, including the summit observation deck and the ropeway station leading to the
summit. Furthermore, visitors can check congestion levels on their smartphones by

scanning a QR code.

The Japan Tourism Agency is implementing the “Sustainable Tourism Promotion
Project through Preventing and Mitigating Overtourism.” This initiative
comprehensively supports measures and plans formulated through discussions with
1ocal stakeholders. The project categories include “collecting and analyzing crowd data”

and “visualizing congestion levels.”

In 2025, selected projects include the “Development of a Plan and Building a System for
Dispersing Foreign Tourists within Kumamoto Prefecture,” receiving grants of up to
JPY 80 million and aiming to alleviate overtourism through locally driven initiatives.

While the increase in tourists benefits regional economies and the tourism industry, the
concentration of tourists in specific areas poses risks to both the local quality of life and

tourists’ overall travel experience.

Addressing these challenges requires initiatives to prbmote the dispersal of visitors.
3/5

Japan’s public-private paﬂ;nerships to mitigate overtourism allow tourism to be directed
to lesser-known areas while enabling crowd avoidance mechanisms that benefit regional
economies, residents, and travellers alike. These efforts contribute to the sustainable
development of the tourism industry and provide a vision to reinforce societal resilience

and support inclusive economic growth.

(How Japan is redesigning tourism to benefit local communities by NaokoTochibayashi, Mizuho Ota.

From World Economic Forum, May 13, 2025.Reproduced with permission of World Economic Forum. )

bt

(1) ROZFEM LA LEROES (—5) 2XFrLROT, ThThTRECEE LIV,
1. able to be maintained

2. crowding

3. decreases

4. plan

5. spreading

(2 BROZE 2L LTRLETN 2D 02V L OBY, ZORSKAHEO2TEI,
1. What is the “significant geographic imbalance” mentioned in the article?
(1) Visitors staying overnight have only increased by 73%.
(2) Too many visitors stay overnight in only five prefectures.
(3) Five prefectures don’t have enough visitors staying overnight.
(4) Tokyo and Osaka have more visitors staying overnight than Kyoto and Hokkaido.

2. What is one problem Kyoto is experiencing from overtourism?
(1) Kyoto has become less appealing than Hokkaido and Tokyo.
(2) Foreign visitors don’t understand how to ride on public transportation.
(3) Accommodation hasn’t increased enough in urban areas for foreign visitors.

(4) Residents have a hard time going to work because of crowded transportation.

4/5
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3. What has Japan Airlines done to help foreign tourists discover new areas?
(1) It has made flights within Japan free for foreign visitors.
(2) It has promoted flights to other international destinations.
(3) It has given free flights back to the home countries of foreign tourists.
(4) It has reduced the number of flights to the most popular Japanese destinations.

4. Howis technology being used to prevent overtourism?
(1) Smartphone apps are being used to check and predict crowding.
(2) Artificial intelligence is being used to attract new foreign visitors.
(3) Social media is being used to visualize locations instead of visiting.
(4) QR codes are being used to identify foreign visitors who cause problems.

5. According to the article, what is the best overall strategy to deal with overtourism?
(1) Setting limits on the number of foreign visitors allowed in Japan.
(2) Separating residents from foreign visitors in crowded destinations.
(3) Finding new ways of getting foreign tourists to visit regional areas.
(4) Encouraging fdreig-n visitors to see the most popular sites in Japan.

L ROERIC 100 5B S 150 BREOEECELR I,
Each year, more foreign tourists are visiting Japan. Explain why studying both Japanese
and foreign cultures is important for the success and growth of tourism in Japan.

5/5
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(0] SUTORM (1) ~ (3) $TEZX L,

B (1) ROCEFE I l/Sr%a M VLTETLEROHARE (¥—3F
WTERT L L X0l 7 AR Y —IFICRRT BRE) 28T,

#include <stdio.h>
int main(void) {
inta=1b=1, i
for (i =0; i <5; i+) {
int temp = a + b;
printf ("%d “, temp);
a=bh '
b = temp;
1
printf ("¥n");
return 0;

B (2) (1) LRABICKRO CEBES /S 258 a LM VL TETLERBOHN
mREET,

#include <stdio.h>
int main(void) {
int score[10] = {59, 60, 80, 79, 90, 33, 85, 100, 67, 58};
int i
for (i =0; i <10; i+ |
if (score[i]l >= 80) {
printf("A ”);
} else if (score[i] >= 60) {
printf ("B ”);
} else {
printf ("¢ ”);
}
}
printf ("¥n");
return 0;
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F (3) RO CEES 55k, 10 BLE 25 UTOEEE/NSVIEI 117 TH (] %oz (1) ~ (3) DF_TIEZL,
T3, =R (A) & (B) KAREERa— F2ET,

#include <stdio.h> B (1) 103D 199 % 8 EH TEBRE L,

int is_prime(int n) { .
if n <2 return 0; - N . N
int i R (2) 16 5D 106 & 8 HEHD 106 DF0% 10 THRRET L,
for (j=2: j*j<=n jo |
if (n% j=0) return 0;

} B (3) kKOEBEROZEMEHED X, 22, +. .~ IZENEIHIE, HERE.
return 1; WS EERT,
}
{ A B| B |A+B|AB
int main(void) :
int i; ) 0 0
for (| (A) [y 1 0|1
if ([ ® i 10
printf ("%d “, i),
} 1 1

1
printf ("¥n”);
return 0;
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[IV] Y Fogm~Ticgdz L,
BRE (1) ROBEOBEBERS, BEERD L, £LTSS 70WEL#T,

flx)=x3—6x%+9x

R (2) ROEFESERD X,

f:/zsinxdx

#E (3) kOITHIOBITHNERD &,

3 2
1 4
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